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Group Scout Leader’s Report
Once again, it is my pleasure to present to members, parents and fellow leaders my report as Group Scout Leader.  This year, in an effort to save some trees, there are no individual reports for the units and I will provide an overview of the Group and sections.  

Most importantly, I would like to begin by thanking:

· the leaders because, without their regular commitment to meeting nights, trips, camps, etc, the Group would not function
· the boys and girls who individually and collectively contributed to another great year

· the parents and carers who supported our members in all of their activities
· the Group Executive for their continued good governance, which means that we are able to deliver programmes to the youngsters

· Colchester North District – and, in particular, Melvin Tarman (District Commissioner) and Bob Wopling (District Chairman) for their support.

With a re-drawing of Scouting boundaries with effect from 1st January 2007, Colchester West District became Colchester North District (although it is a bit of stretch geographically!).   I am delighted to report that, following the annual census in January 2007, 1st West Bergholt Scout Group is the largest group in the District.  In fact, we achieved growth of 18% over the previous year.  Also, with the Association’s commitment to equality, we now have a number of girls attending each week and progressing through the sections.
During any year, our “showcase” events in the village are the St George’s Day Parade and Service, the Remembrance Day Service and the Christmas Gift Parade and Service.  In the last year, many youngsters and leaders turned out and represented the Group at these events and, as always, the appearance and behaviour of the membership attracted many favourable comments.  

As everybody should know by now, 2007 sees the 100th anniversary of the founding of Scouting and this Group is joining with others in the UK to participate in the celebrations.  In April 2007, as a departure from usual practice, the Group joined others from the Colchester area to mark St George’s Day (who is the not only the patron saint of England but Scouting as well).  It was a marvellous occasion in superb weather and I believe that the youngsters who took part will remember this event for many years.  I would also recommend that everyone tries to see the flowerbed which has been laid out in the Castle Park to mark the centenary.  
In May 2007, the Group participated in the District Centenary Camp at Thorrington and the large West Bergholt contingent (some 57 youngsters and many adults) enjoyed themed activities using an international theme.  Working our way from Gambia, to England, then Hawaii and Canada, we had a great weekend.  I think we may have had a little rain but it did not get in the way of the fun.  My thanks to the leaders who worked hard to make this event a massive success.  
On 1st August 2007, we will participate in the “Scouting Sunrise” when Beavers, Cubs and Scouts around the world celebrate the centenary by renewing their promises at around the same time.

Lee Smith and Matthew Rodwell (both former Scouts with this Group), along with Alex Parker (a young leader with Guides), who are now Explorer Scouts, have all been selected to represent England at the World Scout Jamboree to be held later this year.  Our congratulations go to them and wish them well with this chance of a lifetime opportunity.   

Scouts
Congratulations to Sharon Gordon on receiving her warrant as an Assistant Scout Leader.
The Troop has run with over 27 Scouts throughout the year and this reflects the quality of the Scouting offered.  Many of our current Scouts have graduated from Beavers through Cubs and their approach and attitude is testament to their early years in the Group.  In the last few weeks, seven Scouts have formed a senior section to assist them in working towards their Chief Scout’s Gold Award: of these Scouts, who are all over 13½ years old, four have been members of the Group since they were six years old.  I am pleased to have been able to work with Ian Coventry in running the Troop over the last year and thank him for all of his efforts.  Ian has been very ably supported by Sharon Gordon, Dean Hill and Philip McNeill.

Cub Scouts

The numbers in the two packs have increased steadily in the last year (reaching a total of 38 at the census) which has meant that the quality of Scouting offered can be enhanced.  Congratulations are due to those Cubs who achieved Chief Scout’s Silver Award.  I have been able to attend a number of the pack nights and I can commend the work put in by Martin Dunn, Bill Dyer, Charles Hart, Norma Knighton and Rob Wickens (with assistance from Jan Rodwell).  After only a few months as a prospective leader, Adam Rodwell left to take up a position as a warden at one of the Essex campsites: our thanks and best wishes go to Adam and we hope to see him at his site in the near future.  I am delighted that Paul White has agreed to consider becoming a warranted leader but we still need more adult support.  As ever, we are hugely indebted to Andrew Wilks for his continued work with the Cubs football team and I look forward to them returning to winning ways very soon ….

Beaver Scouts

Congratulations to Sally Slark and Jon Smith who have received their warrants as Assistant Beaver Scout Leaders.  

Our Beaver colonies provide our youngest members with an amazing breadth of activities and events, giving credence to their “Fun & Friends” motto.  The Beaver activities are extensive and varied, including crafts, sleepovers (which should be “no chance of sleep-overs”, of course), visits, fun days, and much more.  Congratulations are due to the many Beavers who achieved their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award.  The success of Dott Semkin, Alison Hunt, Sally Slark, Jonathan Smith and Ruth Riminton in producing quality programmes for the two colonies, is demonstrated by their ability to attract new members.  At the time of the census, we had 40 Beavers and, based upon my visits to the colonies, we probably have even more now. 
Our leaders have recently committed to update and extend their training.  This a terrific measure of the commitment made by the leaders, which will raise the quality of Scouting offered to our youngsters.  I look forward to celebrating Wood Badges being awarded to many of our leaders over the coming months.  

Many of our leaders continue to spread themselves very thinly to provide quality Scouting in Colchester: we have leaders who are part of camp warden teams, District climbing teams, who run sections at other Scout groups, who assist District teams, who work on hut maintenance, etc.  Once again, I would ask all parents to consider if they could offer just a little assistance, so that we could reduce some of the burden on our leaders and helpers.  If anybody feels able to offer the Group just a few hours each month, I would be delighted to hear from them.

I look forward to another great year with the Group.

Kevin Sturdy
[image: image2.png]



